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SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1949. 


Area  (acres) 

• • 

• • • 

1,945 

Population  1931  (census) 

• • 

• • • 

2,928 

,,  1949  (Registrar-General's  estimate) 

• • • 

3,644 

Number  of  separate  dwellings,  1931  (census)  . 

• • 

• • • 

819 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  1949  ... 

• • 

• • • 

1,196 

Rateable  value,  1949 

• • 

• ■ • 

£14,167 

Product  of  a penny  rate,  1949  ... 

• • 

« • • 

£55 

Live  Births. 

Total 

Male  Female  Rate 

Legitimate 

57 

31 

\ 16  46 

Illegitimate 

3 

2 

« 

60 

33 

27 

Stillbirths. 

Legitimate 

3 

1 

^ \ 82 

Illegitimate 

nil . 

— 

3 

1 

2 

Deaths 

All  causes  ...  ...  ...  ... 

40 

22 

18  10.97 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis 

• • • 

• • « 

nil. 

Other  puerperal  causes  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

nil. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

— 17.54 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

— 333.33 

Fot  3,1  • ♦ • •••  ••• 

2 

2 

— 33.33 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

• • • 

• • • 

13 

„ ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  

• • • 

• • • 

nil. 

„ ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 

• • ♦ 

• • • 

nil. 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

• • « 

* • • 

nil. 
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Public  Health  Department, 
Swanspool, 

Wellingborough. 

June,  1950. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  of  Higham  Ferrers. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  Circumstances  for  the  Borough  for  the  year  1949. 

When  I took  up  the  appointment  as  your  Medical  Officer  on  the 
1st  February,  1949,  four  months  had  elapsed  since  my  predecessor  had 
relinquished  the  post  and  so  a considerable  amount  of  re-organising  and 
work  required  to  be  done.  The  year  has  been  a very  full  one,  but  a 
happy  one,  thanks  to  the  assistance  and  co-operation  I have  received 
from  members  of  the  Highways  and  Health  Committee  and  the  Officers 
of  the  Borough. 

The  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  should  give  rise  to  no  great  concern. 
Two  Infant  Deaths  occurred  which  gave  a rate  of  33.33  per  1,000  live 
births.  One  death  was  due  to  Prematurity  and  the  second  to  a Respira- 
tory disease.  The  death  rate  (10.97)  although  higher  than  last  year’s 
(9.44),  is  lower  than  the  previous  three  years,  and  is  lower  than  the  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  (11.7). 

This  is  the  fifth  year  that  there  has  been  no  case  of  Diphtheria  in 
the  Borough  and  the  response  to  the  appeal  for  parents  to  have  their 
children  immunised  is  very  satisfactory.  The  incidence  of  other 
Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  was  low,  and  calls 
for  no  particular  comment. 

The  situation,  as  far  as  regards  the  Housing  problem,  is  still  acute, 
and  still  greater  efforts  are  required  in  this  sphere. 

The  condition  of  the  sewage  works  is  a matter  for  concern  and  one 
that,  in  the  interests  of  Health,  must  receive  attention  in  the  near  future. 

In  conclusion  I should  like  to  thank  the  Officers  of  the  Borough  for 
their  assistance  in  compiling  this  Report. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  X.  BERMINGHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION 


A. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Area — The  area  of  the  Borough  is  1,945  acres. 

Population — In  the  Registrar  General's  return  for  the  year  1949  the 
population  for  the  Borough  is  estimated  as  3,644  persons.  For  1948 
the  figure  was  3,599.  Births  outnumbered  deaths  by  20  in  the  Borough 
during  the  year. 

Deaths — Forty  deaths  occurred  in  the  Borough  compared  with  34 
for  the  previous  year.  This  gives  a death  rate  of  10.97  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population.  The  rate  for  1948  was  9.44.  Thus  the  rate  for 
the  year  shows  an  increase  of  1.53  on  the  previous  year,  but  still  remains 
lower  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  which  is  11.7. 

The  following  Table  shows  comparisons  between  the  Borough, 
Administrative  County,  and  England  and  Wales,  covering  a period  from 
1945-1949. 


Death  Rates,  1945-1949. 


1945 

1946  1947 

1948 

1949 

Higham  Ferrers  ... 

...  14.1(46) 

13.21(45)13.60(48) 

9.44(34) 

10.97 

Administrative  County 

...  12.34 

12.  12.43 

11.00 

* 

England  and  Wales 

...  11.4 

11.5  12.00 

10.8 

11.7 

* not  available. 

Table  No.  1,  page 

17  gives  a 

list  of  the  causes 

of  death 

and  the 

classification  is  in  accordance  with  the  International  List  of  causes  of 
Death  1938.  Table  No.  6,  page  22  gives  the  vital  statistics  for  the 
period  1891  to  1949,  with  the  death  rate  for  the  different  years. 

Births — During  the  year  60  live  births  were  assigned  to  the  Borough 
made  up  as  follows,  33  males  and  27  females.  This  gives  a rate  of  16.46 
per  1,000  of  the  population  and  shows  a fall  of  2.15  on  the  previous  year 
which  had  a rate  of  18.61.  It  will  be  noted  from  Table  No.  6,  page  22, 
that  the  rate  is  the  lowest  since  1944  when  the  number  of  births  per  year 
in  the  Borough  began  to  show  an  increase. 
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The  following  table  shows  a comparison  between  the  rates  for  the 
Borough,  the  Administrative  County,  and  England  and  Wales  for  the 
period  1945  to  1949. 


Birth  Rates,  1945-1949. 


1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Higham  Ferrers  ... 

21.72 

18.2 

22.67 

18.61 

16.46 

Administrative  County  ... 

18.98 

19.17 

20.42 

17.46 

* 

England  and  Wales 

16.10 

19.1 

20.5 

17.9 

16.7 

* not  available. 


Stillbirths — Three  stillbirths  were  recorded.  This  gives  a rate  per 
1,000  of  the  population  of  .82.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the 
year  was  .39.  No  stillbirths  were  recorded  in  1948. 

Illegitimate  Births  — Three  illegitimate  births  occurred  during  the 
period,  which  gives  a rate  of  50  per  1,000  live  births.  The  rate  for  1948 
was  89.55. 

Infant  Mortality — Two  infants  died  under  one  year  of  age,  which 
gives  a rate  of  33.33  per  1,000  live  births.  Both  deaths  were  in  male 
infants,  one  being  an  illegitimate.  This  gives  the  following  rates  : 

Legitimate — 17.54  per  1,000  Legitimate  Births. 

Illegitimate  333.33  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Births. 

The  following  table  shows  a comparison  between  the  rate  for  the  Borough 
and  the  Administrative  County,  and  for  England  and  Wales. 


Death  rate  under  one  year  per  1,000  live  births. 


1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Higham  Ferrers  ... 

28.16(2) 

16.21(1) 

37.50(3)  Nil. 

33.33 

Administrative  County  ... 

39.17 

36.86 

35.07 

31.67 

* 

England  and  Wales 

46.00 

43. 

41. 

34. 

32. 

* not  available. 


Maternal  Mortality — No  death  has  been  recorded  under  this  heading 
since  1946  when  one  death  occurred. 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Laboratory — Facilities  for  the  Bacteriological  examination  of 
specimens  of  faeces,  urine,  blood,  throat  swabs,  etc.,  are  available  at  the 
Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Northampton.  Samples  of 
water  for  Bacteriological  examinations  are  also  sent  here.  These  facili- 
ties are  of  great  assistance  in  the  control  of  infectious  diseases  and  the 
co-operation  and  assistance  of  Dr.  Hoyle  is  much  appreciated. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin— A supply  of  antitoxin  is  kept  available  at  the 
Health  Department,  Swanspool,  Wellingborough,  for  emergency  use, 
and  is  available  for  use  by  the  Medical  Practitioners  if  required. 

Ambulance  Service — The  Higham  Ferrers  Motor  Ambulance  Asso- 
ciation maintained  a Borough  Motor  cVmbulance  for  the  conveyance  to 
hospital  of  accident  and  also  non-infectious  cases.  A table  showing  the 
number  of  journeys  and  total  mileage  made  by  this  Service  for  a period 
of  the  last  six  years  is  given  below.  Infectious  cases  are  removed  by 
arrangement  with  the  Harborough  Road  Isolation  Hospital. 


1:7:44  to 

1:4:45  to 

1 :4  46  to 

1:4:47  to 

1:4:48  to 

1:4:49  to 

Period 

31:3:45 

31:3  46 

31  3:47 

31:3:48 

31:3:49 

31:3:50 

Number  of  Journeys  ... 

60 

124 

117 

149* 

108 

281 

Total  Mileage 

1,765 

3,666 

3,841 

4,772 

3,261 

7,831 

* Includes  58  journeys  by  car. 


Nursing  in  the  Home — The  Higham  Ferrers  Nursing  Association, 
which  is  affiliated  to  the  Northamptonshire  Nursing  Association,  employs 
one  Queen’s  Nurse,  who  holds  the  Certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives 
board.  The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  her  during 
the  year  : 

Cases  Nursed 

General  107  Midwifery  20  Maternity  1 Total  Visits  1,186 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics — The  Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  at 
the  Methodist  Church  School  on  two  Thursday  afternoons  each  month, 
and  a Medical  Officer  is  in  attendance  once  per  month.  Antenatal 
clinics  are  held  at  Rushden  on  Tuesday  mornings.  Orthopaedic  Clinics 
are  also  held  at  Rushden. 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  Infectious  Diseases — Cases  of  infectious 
diseases  requiring  removal  to  hospital  are  now  sent  to  the  Harborough 
Road  Isolation  Hospital,  Northampton.  Removal  of  such  cases  are 
arranged  through  this  hospital  and  are  taken  in  their  ambulance. 
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SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Water  Supply — The  Borough  receives  its  water  supply  from  the 
Higham  Ferrers  and  Rushden  Water  Board.  Although  details  of  this 
were  given  in  last  year’s  Annual  Report,  it  has  been  requested  that 
Authorities  should  include  this  year  details  of  their  water  supplies,  so 
much  of  last  year’s  report  will  have  to  be  repeated. 

Sources  : 

(1)  Sywell — The  reservoir  is  situated  in  the  Wellingborough  Rural  Area, 
about  two  miles  from  the  village  of  Sywell.  It  consists  of  an  im- 
pounding reservoir  with  a capacity  of  about  236,000,000  gallons 
when  full.  It  is  fed  by  Springs  and  rainfall  from  the  surrounding 
catchment  area. 

Treatment  consists  of  slow  sand  filtration,  clear  water  tank,  and  then 
to  pumping  station  where  chlorination  is  carried  out  before  being 
put  into  circulation. 

(2)  Wollaston — Hard  water  crossing.  Here  wells  have  been  sunk  in  the 
Nene  River  Gravels,  supplemented  by  feeder  drains.  Water  is 
treated  by  mechanical  filtration  and  then  chlorination.  Electric 
pumping  system  in  use. 

(3)  Wymington — The  wells  here  are  in  the  Bedford  Rural  District  and 
are  situated  about  half-a-mile  from  the  village  of  Wymington. 
This  source  is  only  used  for  emergency  purposes. 

Chemical  analysis  of  treated  water  from  the  three  sources  showed 
that  the  water  was  safe.  Routine  samples  of  water  are  taken  at 
the  source  for  Bacteriological  examination  and  after  filtration  and 
chlorination  have  been  shown  to  be  satisfactory  in  quality.  Samples 
taken  in  the  Borough  have  also  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

Hardness  of  Water — Sywell  water  is  slightly  hard  and  shows  13.4 
parts  per  100,000. 

Wollaston  is  a hard  water  with  21.2  parts  per  100,000. 

Wymington  with  33.9  parts  per  100,000  is  described  as  a very  hard 
water. 

A water  with  over  30  parts  per  100,000  of  hardness  should  be  softened. 

Of  the  three  sources  only  Wymington  has  a hardness  of  over  30  parts 
per  100,000,  but  then  this  source  is  only  used  in  case  of  an  emergency. 

8 


The  following  table  shows  the  daily  consumption  of  water  per  head 
of  population  for  the  period  1945-1949  : 


1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

Domestic  and  Municipal 
purposes  22.17 

21.41 

26.00 

23.83 

20.7 

Trade  purposes  ...  3.35 

3.02 

5.00 

4.43 

4.65 

The  situation  as  far  as  regards  piped  water  supply  to  houses  in  the 
Borough  is  as  follows  : 

1,158  houses  have  a piped  water  supply  as  compared  with  last  year’s 
figure  of  1,118  ; 34  houses  are  dependent  for  their  water  supply  on  9 
standpipes,  and  this  figure  has  been  reduced  from  43  houses  for  1948. 
Four  houses  are  not  supplied  with  water  by  the  Board.  This  shows  a 
reduction  of  8 houses  from  the  1948  figures,  when  12  houses  had  no  water 
supply  laid  on.  Rainfall  for  the  period  1945-1949  was 

The  rainfall  for  1945-1949  was  : 

1945  1946  1947  1948  1949 

Rushden  22.10  29.78  19.33  25.66  18.51 

Sywell  20.70  27.74  19.42  25.35  18.48 

Sewage  Disposal,  Drainage  and  Sewerage — The  situation  as  far  as 
regards  the  sewage  works  must  be  regarded  as  serious.  The  filter  beds 
are  now  completely  useless  and  sewage  effluent  can  only  be  discharged 
onto  them  for  very  short  periods.  Ponding  takes  place  after  a short 
interval.  It  has  been  found  that  there  is  little  difference  in  the  effluent 
before  and  after  passing  through  the  filter  beds. 

The  cause  of  the  trouble  at  this  works  is  the  unusually  high  strength 
of  the  sewage — due  chiefly  to  trade  effluents  from  the  Tanneries  in  the 
area — and  also  to  the  fact  that  the  plant  is  too  small  for  the  flow  of 
sewage.  As  a result,  the  period  of  settlement  in  the  tanks  is  too  short, 
and  much  fine,  solid  matter  which  should  be  intercepted  in  these  tanks 
is  carried  over  onto  the  filters.  The  flow  is,  in  any  case,  too  large  for  the 
filters,  and  the  excess  of  solids  in  suspension  tends  to  choke  them.  If  the 
filtering  material  were  renewed  or  washed  or  replaced,  it  would  help 
matters  only  for  a short  period,  as  flow  on  to  filters  is  too  great.  The 
original  scheme  for  the  reconstruction  of  these  works  was  put  up  to  the 
Ministry  in  1939  and  was  again  submitted  in  1945,  but  no  action  has  been 
taken  so  far.  A further  scheme  was  submitted  in  1949,  and  this  is  under 
consideration  at  the  present  time. 

Chemical  analyses  of  samples  of  crude  sewage  taken  at  outfajl  of 
sewage  works,  shows  it  to  be  an  exceptionally  strong  sewage,  containing 
a very  large  proportion  of  trade  waste  from  leather  industries.  These 
samples  were  taken  over  a period  of  three  days  and  at  12  hourly  intervals 
in  September,  1949.  A similar  series  of  tests  were  made  in  September, 
1945,  when  similar  results  were  found  as  far  as  regards  the  type  of  sewage. 
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Analysis  of  average  sample  of  final  effluent  from  humus  tank  taken 
on  26th,  27th  and  28th  September,  1949,  taken  at  11  a.m.,  3 p.m.,  and 
7 p.m.,  gave  most  unsatisfactory  results,  and  the  summing  up  of  the 
situation  was  as  follows  : “ The  filters  now  appear  to  be  in  such  an 
unsatisfactory  condition  that  they  bring  about  little  or  no  improvement 
in  the  primary  tank  effluent  ”. 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  the  present  state  of  affairs  at  the 
Sewage  Works  is  most  unsatisfactory  and  that  pollution  of  the  river  is 
taking  place.  Immediate  action  is  necessary  for  the  reconstruction  of 
these  works  and  the  proper  treatment  of  sewage  from  the  Borough  as 
this  unsatisfactory  situation  has  already  lasted  too  long. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage — Included  in  scheme  for  reconstruction  of 
new  sewage  works  is  the  laying  of  duplicate  sewers  at  the  Northern  and 
Southern  outfalls.  This  should  do  much  to  alleviate  the  present  situation 
as  far  as  regards  storm  water,  as  at  present  some  inconvenience  is  being 
caused  by  storm  water  blowing  manhole  covers  and  depositing  sewage 
and  silt  in  certain  vicinities. 

Closet  Accommodation — With  the  exception  of  ten  houses  which 
are  not  connected  to  the  Town  sewers  the  remaining  houses  and  factories 
in  the  Borough  are  all  on  the  water  carriage  system. 

Disinfection — As  there  is  no  steam  disinfector  in  the  Borough 
arrangements  for  steam  disinfection  of  articles  from  Infectious  Disease 
cases  have  to  be  made  with  the  Rushden  Health  Department,  who  have  a 
disinfection  plant.  Concurrent  and  terminal  disinfection  by  liquid  and 
gaseous  disinfectants  are  carried  out  as  required  in  connection  with 
infectious  diseases. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs — (Cimex  lectularius) — no  case  of  Cimex 
lectularius  was  reported  during  the  year. 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919 — Summary  of  the  work 
carried  out  during  this  year  under  this  heading  is  as  follows  : 

Two  maintenance  treatments  to  sewers. 

Refuse  Tip — three  treatments. 

Sewage  works — two  treatments. 

Private  dwellings — nine  treatments. 

Business  premises — two  treatments. 

Mice — private  dwellings — two  treatments. 

Movable  Dwellings — Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  269 — No 
Licences  were  granted. 
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Public  Cleansing — The  Council’s  refuse  lorry  collected  and  deposited 
at  the  Kings  Meadow  Lane  Tip  448  loads  weighing  approximately  896 
tons  during  the  year.  Controlled  tipping  is  carried  out  here.  Trade 
refuse  is  deposited  at  the  Stanwick  Road  Tip.  Tipping  at  this  site  is 
not  controlled.  The  Tip  at  Kings  Meadow  Lane  is  nearing  completion 
and  soon  it  will  be  necessary  to  secure  another  site.  Suitable  sites  are 
difficult  to  find  and  possibly  use  will  have  to  be  made  of  the  Stanwick 
Road  Tip,  which  at  present  is  being  used  for  Trade  Refuse.  If  so,  I 
would  strongly  recommend  that  controlled  tipping  should  be  carried  out. 
At  this  juncture  it  might  be  of  benefit  to  consider  the  possibility  of 
incineration  as  a method  of  disposal  for  refuse.  From  a health  point  of 
view  this  is  the  best  method  of  disposal  as  it  does  away  with  suitable  sites 
for  fly  breeding.  If  this  was  considered  the  incinerator  could  possibly 
be  sited  near  the  sewage  works  and  so  refuse  and  sewage  then  would 
occupy  one  site  instead  of  two  as  at  present.  From  a labour  point  of 
view,  this  should  be  more  convenient,  and  also  incinerators  are  provided 
with  means  of  boiling  water,  which  should  be  useful  to  men  employed  on 
site. 
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SECTION  D. 


HOUSING. 

One  of  our  greatest  social  problems  to-day  is  the  lack  of  sufficient 
houses.  Many  ills  can  be  attributed  directly  or  indirectly  to  the  housing 
problem.  From  a health  point  of  view  unfit  houses  and  overcrowding 
foster  and  facilitate  the  spread  of  respiratory  and  infectious  diseases. 
The  incidence  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  throughout  the  country  in 
recent  years  has  caused  some  concern.  The  prevention  of  such  a disease 
under  bad  housing  conditions  is  a great  problem  as  it  thrives  on  such 
conditions  as  overcrowding,  dampness,  bad  ventilation.  The  psycho- 
logical effect  upon  the  parents  of  young  families  who  have  to  live  under 
unhappy  circumstances,  due  to  the  fact  that  they  have  no  home  of  their 
own,  is  bad.  The  anxiety  and  worry  to  which  such  parents  are  subject 
may  also  have  a derogatory  effect  upon  the  children.  Maladjusted 
children  are  often  found  to  come  from  unhappy  homes  and  so  the  conse- 
quences of  the  effect  of  the  lack  of  homes,  as  far  as  regards  the  future 
generation,  may  be  quite  serious. 

The  cry  for  still  more  houses  in  the  Borough  is  just  as  urgent  as  in 
other  parts  of  the  country.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were 
191  applicants  for  Council  houses  on  the  books.  On  looking  back  through 
the  years  since  the  war  the  figures  were  as  follows  : 

1946  1947  1948  1949 

175  194  160  191 

19  Council  houses  were  completed  during  1949.  Seventeen  of  these 
were  started  in  1948  and  two  in  1949.  Work  commenced  on  a further 
26  Council  houses  during  the  year. 

On  31/12/48  23  Council  houses  were  in  the  course  of  erection. 

On  31/12/49  30  Council  houses  were  in  the  course  of  erection. 

Five  private  dwelling  houses  were  erected  in  1949,  and  eleven  licences 
to  erect  private  houses  were  issued.  The  number  of  private  dwelling 
houses  under  construction  on  31/12/48  was  4.  The  number  of  private 
dwelling  houses  under  construction  on  31/12/49  was  8. 
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SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926 — Prior  to  the  coming  into  force  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  1944,  the  situation  was  as  follows  : 

Cowkeepers — 5 Retailers — 6 

Grades  of  milk  sold  in  the  Borough — 

(1)  Pasteurised. 

(2)  Accredited — produced  outside  the  Borough  and  retailed  in  the 
Borough. 

(3)  Accredited — produced  and  retailed  within  the  Borough. 

(4)  Raw  Milk. 

Milk  supplied  to  schools  in  the  Borough  is  Pasteurised  Milk. 

Milk  Supply — 24  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  testing  for  cleanliness 
and  keeping  quality.  These  were  sent  to  the  County  Laboratory  for  the 
Methylene  Blue  Test.  The  results  were  as  follows  : 

Good — 13  Moderate — 8 Bad — 3 

Retailers  were  informed  of  the  results  and  bad  cases  followed  up. 

Food  Premises — Periodic  inspections  were  carried  out  during  the 
year. 

Food  Inspection — Unsound  food  voluntarily  surrendered  : 

3 pig’s  heads. 

1 pig’s  mesentery. 

1 pig’s  spleen. 

3 lbs.  10  ozs.  Pork  Brawn. 

15  lbs.  Cake  Mixture. 

6 lbs.  Pudding  Mixture. 

2\  lbs.  Rusks. 

Clean  Food  Guild — During  the  year  a conference  of  Medical  Officers 
and  Sanitary  Inspectors  was  held  at  Northampton  to  discuss  the  setting 
up  of  a Clean  Food  Guild  for  the  County.  It  was  the  opinion  of  this 
Conference  that  such  a Guild  was  necessary  and  that  steps  should  be 
taken  for  its  formation.  The  Guild  was  to  be  known  as  the  Northampton- 
shire Clean  Food  Guild. 


13 


As  a result  of  this  conference  officials  reported  back  to  their 
Authorities  and  a further  meeting  was  held  consisting  of  Councillors 
from  the  different  Authorities  and  their  Officials. 

The  general  opinion  of  this  meeting  was  that  such  a Guild  should  be 
formed  and  the  suggested  constitution  and  rules  for  membership  as  drawn 
up  by  a Sub-Committee  were  approved  in  principle. 

As  this  is  the  first  step  in  a campaign  to  ensure  a higher  standard  of 
cleanliness  with  regard  to  food  production  and  handling  and  a safeguard 
to  the  Public  as  far  as  regards  food  poisoning,  it  is  hoped  that  the  Guild 
will  be  launched  successfully  and  maintained.  The  incidence  of  out- 
breaks of  Food  Poisoning  are  becoming  far  too  frequent  and  the  function 
of  such  a Guild  is  undoubtedly  a step  in  the  right  direction. 

Livestock  (Restriction  on  Slaughtering)  Order,  1940 — Meat  supplied 
in  the  Borough  is  inspected  at  the  Rushden  Slaughterhouse  which  is 
controlled  by  the  Ministry  of  Food. 
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SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Smallpox — No  cases  notified. 

Scarlet  Fever — Two  cases  occurred  during  the  year.  There  were 
no  cases  the  previous  year. 

Diphtheria — This  is  the  fifth  year  that  no  case  has  been  notified  in 
the  Borough,  and  the  parents  of  children  should  be  congratulated  on 
their  response  to  the  appeal  to  have  their  children  immunised,  as  this 
satisfactory  state  of  affairs  is  due  undoubtedly  to  the  very  large  number 
of  children  who  have  been  immunised  against  the  disease. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation — On  31st  December,  1949,  the  following 
table  shows  the  number  of  children  in  the  different  age  groups  who  had 
been  immunised  against  Diphtheria. 


Age  at  31.12.49  ... 
i.e.  Born  in  Year 

Under 

1 

1949 

1 

1948 

2 

1947 

3 

1946 

4 

1945 

5 to  9 
1940- 
1944 

10  to  14 
1935- 
1939 

Total 

under 

15 

Number 

Immunised 

1 

57 

70 

51 

55 

239 

260 

733 

Estimated 
mid-year 
population  1949 

3 2 2 

4 5 1 

773 

Number  of  children  immunised  during  1949 — 

Under  5 years  5-14  years  Booster  Doses 
54  — 7 

The  above  figures  do  not  include  children  immunised  by  private 
arrangements. 

Pneumonia — There  were  five  notifications  with  two  deaths.  Four 
cases  were  notified  the  previous  year. 

Erysipelas — No  cases  were  notified  during  the  period. 

Measles — Five  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  83  cases  occurred 
in  the  previous  year.  No  cases  were  removed  to  hospital. 

Influenza — No  notifications  were  received. 
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Whooping  Cough — Two  cases  were  notified  as  against  one  in  1948. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum — No  cases  were  notified. 

Poliomyelitis — No  cases  were  notified  and  this  was  rather  fortunate 
considering  the  fact  that  cases  occurred  in  the  near  vicinity  to  the 
Borough.  Poliomyelitis  is  one  of  the  diseases  that  is  causing  a certain 
amount  of  concern  these  days. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia — One  case  was  notified. 

Tuberculosis — During  the  year  five  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were 
notified.  One  non-pulmonary  case  occurred  in  a male,  and  of  the  four 
Pulmonary  cases,  one  occurred  in  a male  and  the  three  remaining  cases 
in  females. 

Two  deaths  from  the  disease  occurred  during  the  year,  one  being  a 
male  and  the  other  a female.  In  1948  three  cases  were  notified  with  no 
deaths.  Three  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Rushden  House  Sanatorium 
from  the  Borough  during  the  year  and  two  cases  were  discharged.  One 
of  the  deaths  occurred  at  the  Sanatorium. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  thirty  names  on  the  Tuberculosis 
Register.  Twenty-six  were  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  four  of 
Non-Pulmonary  infections. 

No  action  was  considered  necessary  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  section  172. 

Here  I should  like  to  pay  a tribute  to  the  excellent  work  that  has 
been  done  in  the  Borough  by  the  After-Care  Committee  in  the  follow  up 
and  provision  of  amenities  to  persons  on  the  Register. 


SECTION  G. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

In  the  area  the  provisions  as  to  Sanitary  Conveniences  in  the  case 
of  all  factories  are,  on  the  whole,  satisfactorily  maintained.  In  those 
factories  where  mechanical  power  is  not  used,  provisions  as  to — clean- 
liness, number  employed,  temperature,  ventilation  and  drainage  of  floors 
■ — there  was  no  occasion  for  serious  complaint.  There  was  no  action 
necessary  in  respect  of  home  work  (Section  110  and  111).  Form  572 
(Revised)  has  been  abridged  and  is  given  as  Table  No.  7,  page  23. 

16 


SECTION  H 


STATISTICAL  TABLES. 


Table  No.  1. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1949. 


Causes  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1. 

Typhoid  and  para-typhoid  fevers 

— 

— 

— 

2. 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

2 

7. 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  ... 

— 

— 



8. 

Syphilitic  diseases  ... 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Influenza  ... 

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

11. 

Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio-encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

12. 

Acute  infective  encephalitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

13. 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus  (M.) 

— 

— 

— 

uterus  (F.) 

— 

— 

— 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

1 

4 

15. 

Cancer  of  breast 

— 

3 

3 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

5 

1 

6 

17. 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

18. 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

2 

— 

2 

19. 

Heart  disease 

7 

8 

15 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  ... 

1 

— 

1 

21. 

Bronchitis 

— 

2 

2 

22. 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

23. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

— 

— 

— 

26. 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis 

— 

— 

— 

29. 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Premature  birth 

1 

— 

1 

32. 

Congenital  malformations,  birth  injury  and 
fantile  diseases 

in- 

33. 

Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

34. 

Road  traffic  accidents 

— 

— 

• 

35. 

Other  violent  causes 

— 

— 

— 

36. 

All  other  causes 

1 

1 

2 

A.ll  Causes  •••  ••• 

• • • 

22 

18 

40 
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Table  No.  2. 


SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 

MADE 

BY 

THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

Complaints  received 

• • • 

• • • 

34 

Houses. 

Inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : 

Houses 

• • • 

... 

26 

Accumulations  ... 

... 

... 

3 

Animals  ... 

• • • 

3 

Other 

• • • 

2 

Inspections  under  the  Housing  Act 

... 

... 

5 

Re-inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 

• • . 

41 

Re-inspections  under  the  Housing  Act 

... 

5 

Water  tests  of  new  drains  carried  out 

• • • 

13 

Visits  re  housing  applications 

• • • 

... 

13 

Visits  re  Infectious  Diseases 

• • • 

3 

Visits  re  Food  Poisoning 

• . » 

• . • 

3 

Meat  and  Food. 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouse 

... 

... 

28 

Pigs  inspected 

• • • 

. . . 

76 

Milk  samples  taken  ... 

, , , 

... 

24 

Visits  to  Dairies,  Milkshops  and  Cowsheds 

• • • 

... 

17 

Visits  to  Ice-cream  Premises 

• • • 

... 

1 

Visits  to  Foodshops  ... 

... 

. . . 

7 

Visits  to  Bakehouses 

. . • 

. . . 

4 

Factories. 

Visits  to  Factories 

• . • 

• . • 

38 

Miscellaneous. 

Visits  under  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act 

... 

11 

Re-visits  under  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act 

. . . 

3 

Visits  to  Refuse  Tip 

• • • 

... 

15 

Visits  to  Sewage  Works 

• • • 

... 

12 

Visits  re  Smoke  Nuisances 

... 

... 

2 

Visits  to  Schools 

• • • 

... 

1 

Visits  re  Land  Charges  Act 

• • • 

... 

5 

Miscellaneous  visits 

• • • 

... 

19 

DEFECTS  REMEDIED  DURING  THE 

YEAR. 

Housing. 

Sinks  renewed 

... 

... 

2 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  ... 

• • • 

. . . 

1 

Gullies  cleansed 

... 

2 

Rainwater  gutters  renewed  or  repaired 

... 

. . . 

1 

Roofs  repaired 

• • • 

• • . 

6 

Drains  cleansed 

• • • 

• • • 

9 

Accumulations  removed 

• • • 

. . . 

3 

Floors  renewed  or  repaired  ... 

• . . 

• . • 

2 

W.C.  pans  renewed  ... 

• • • 

. . . 

3 

Flushing  cisterns  renewed  or  repaired 

... 

• • • 

5 

Additional  W.C.’s  provided  ... 

• • • 

• . . 

2 

Drains  repaired,  altered  or  added  to 

... 

. . . 

3 

Inspection  chambers  constructed  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

Yard  paving  repaired 

• . • 

• • • 

2 

New  covers  and/or  frames  to  inspection  chambers 

• • • 

1 

Ceilings  repaired 

» • • 

• . . 

1 

Ceilings  cleansed 

• • • 

. . . 

1 

Fireplaces  renewed  or  repaired 

• • • 

• • • 

8 

Dampness  to  walls  remedied 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

Chimney  stacks  repaired 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

Windows  repaired 

• • • 

• • • 

3 

Fasteners  to  windows  provided 

... 

• • • 

4 

Sashcords  to  windows  renewed 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

Bathrooms  constructed 

... 

• • • 

1 
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Table  No.  2 — coni. 


Walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Damp-proof  courses  inserted  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rooms  redecorated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Verminous  premises  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Factories. 

Sludge  beds  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rats  and  Mice. 

Maintenance  Treatment  of  Sewers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Treatments  of  Refuse  Tip  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Treatments  of  Sewage  Works  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Private  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Business  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Mice — Private  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

NOTICES  SERVED. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Informal)  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Public  Health  Acts  (Verbal)  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Factories  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  ETC. 

Rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Articles  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Articles  destroyed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Table  No.  3. 

MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

{Other  than  Tuberculosis)  1949. 


Disease 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

> 

p 

P 

1 — > 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Totals 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

• — 

1 

— 

— 

1 



1 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

- — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

Totals 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

15 
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Table  No.  4. 

AGE  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

{Other  than  Tuberculosis)  1949. 


Disease 

—1 

—2 

—3 

—4 

—5 

—10 

—15 

—20 

—35 

—45 

—65 

65+ 

All  Ages 

Removed 

to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

2 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

1 

— - 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— ■ 

— 

5 

— 

2 

Measles 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Opthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

1 

3 

2 

1 

— 

4 

— . 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

15 

— 

2 

20 


Table  No.  5. 


NEW  CASES  OF  AND  DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS,  1949. 


Age 

Periods 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

N on-respiratory 

Respiratory 

N on-respiratory 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

— 1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—15 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—25 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

—35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

—55 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—65 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65+ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 
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Table  No.  6. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  DURING  1949  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Year 

Estimated 

Population 

Deo 

iths 

1 

No. 

Urths 

Rate 

Under 

No. 

One  Year 
Rate 

Al 

No. 

l Ages 

Rate 

1891 

1,810 



— 

— 

— 





1892 

1,810 

51 

28.1 

7 

137.0 

27 

14.9 

1893 

2,000 

54 

27.0 

6 

111.0 

34 

17.0 

1894 

2,000 

65 

32.5 

12 

184.0 

37 

18.5 

1895 

2,000 

64 

32.0 

3 

47.0 

30 

15.0 

1896 

2,000 

56 

28.0 

6 

107.0 

22 

11.0 

1897 

2,000 

67 

33.5 

5 

75.0 

31 

15.5 

1898 

2,000 

74 

37.0 

9 

121.0 

27 

13.5 

1899 

2,500 

62 

24.8 

11 

177.0 

25 

10.0 

1900 

2,540 

69 

27.1 

9 

130.0 

31 

12.2 

1901 

2,540 

79 

31.1 

3 

37.9 

26 

10.2 

1902 

2,540 

56 

22.0 

3 

53.5 

26 

10.2 

1903 

2,540 

59 

23.2 

6 

101.7 

27 

10.6 

1904 

2,540 

61 

24.0 

4 

65.6 

22 

8.6 

1905 

2,794 

48 

17.2 

5 

104.1 

28 

9.6 

1906 

2,884 

49 

16.9 

3 

61.2 

26 

8.6 

1907 

2,920 

51 

17.4 

5 

98.0 

25 

7.8 

1908 

2,920 

63 

21.5 

2 

31.7 

29 

9.0 

1909 

2,920 

56 

19.1 

5 

89.3 

27 

9.2 

1910 

2,920 

42 

14.3 

1 

23.8 

24 

8.2 

1911 

2,726 

53 

19.4 

2 

37.7 

25 

9.1 

1912 

2,726 

37 

13.5 

3 

81.0 

21 

7.7 

1913 

2,776 

56 

20.1 

5 

89.2 

34 

12.2 

1914 

2,776 

53 

19.0 

3 

56.8 

28 

10.0 

1915 

2,849 

51 

18.3 

4 

78.4 

37 

12.9 

1916 

2,769 

46 

15.2 

6 

130.4 

31 

11.1 

1917 

2,838 

45 

15.8 

3 

66.6 

30 

11.7 

1918 

2,987 

36 

12.0 

3 

83.3 

38 

14.2 

1919 

2,863 

44 

14.7 

2 

45.5 

28 

9.7 

1920 

2,977 

69 

23.1 

9 

130.4 

35 

11.7 

1921 

2,912 

47 

16.1 

2 

42.5 

32 

10.9 

1922 

2,929 

40 

13.6 

5 

125.0 

27 

9.2 

1923 

2,944 

54 

18.3 

2 

37.0 

36 

12.2 

1924 

2,965 

42 

14.1 

2 

47.6 

36 

12.1 

1925 

2,998 

35 

11.6 

3 

85.7 

17 

5.6 

1926 

3,091 

37 

11.9 

3 

81.0 

23 

7.4 

1927 

3,120 

39 

12.1 

6 

153.0 

43 

13.7 

1928 

3,208 

43 

13.0 

0 

0.0 

27 

8.4 

1929 

3,054 

43 

14.7 

3 

69.0 

23 

7.3 

1930 

3,054 

41 

13.4 

2 

48.7 

31 

10.1 

1931 

2,950 

30 

10.1 

2 

66.0 

32 

10.8 

1932 

2,938 

25 

8.5 

2 

80.0 

39 

13.2 

1933 

2,944 

42 

14.2 

1 

23.8 

33 

11.2 

1934 

2,946 

28 

9.5 

1 

35.0 

28 

9.5 

1935 

2,987 

31 

10.4 

0 

0.0 

37 

12.4 

1936 

3,003 

43 

14.3 

1 

23.2 

30 

10.0 

1937 

3,076 

49 

15.9 

2 

40.8 

34 

11.0 

1938 

3,120 

36 

11.5 

1 

27.7 

35 

11.2 

1939 

3,145 

27 

8.6 

0 

0.0 

53 

16.5 

1940 

3,172 

40 

12.6 

0 

0.0 

39 

12.3 

1941 

3,690 

45 

12.5 

1 

22.2 

42 

11.6 

1942 

3,528 

55 

15.5 

2 

36.3 

28 

7.9 

1943 

3,366 

52 

15.4 

1 

19.2 

39 

11.3 

1944 

3,298 

60 

18.2 

1 

16.7 

36 

10.9 

1945 

3,268 

71 

21.7 

2 

28.2 

46 

14.1 

1946 

3,406 

62 

18.2 

1 

16.12 

45 

13.21 

1947 

3,528 

80 

22.67 

3 

37.50 

48 

13.60 

1948 

3,599 

67 

18.61 

0 

0.0 

34 

9.44 

1949 

3,644 

60 

16.46 

2 

33.33 

40 

10.97 

22 


Table  No.  7. 


Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937  and  1948, 

for  the  year,  1949. 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 


1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary 
Inspectors) 


Number  of 

Number 

on 

Written 

Occupiers 

Premises 

Register 

Inspections 

notices 

prosecuted. 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

4 

4 

(ii) 

(iii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 is 

32 

38 

1 

— 

enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out-workers’  premises) 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

38 

42 

1 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases 

in  which  defects 

Number  of 

were  found 

cases  in 

which  pro- 

Referred 

secutions 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

were 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Inspector 

instituted 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7)  : 

(a)  insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  in- 

eluding  offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110 

Section  111 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

out-workers 

cases  of 

No.  of 

instances 

in  August 

default 

prosecu- 

of  work  in 

list  required 

in  sending 

tions  for 

unwhole- 

by  Sect. 

lists  to  the 

failure  to 

some 

Notices 

Prosecu- 

Nature  of  Work 

110(1)  (c) 

Council 

supply  lists 

premises 

served 

tions 

Wearing  Apparel-making 

31 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stuffed  toys 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

36 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

23 
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